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(57) ABSTRACT

A short-circuit sense circuit and a power supply according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention use an
auxiliary voltage, which is a both-end voltage of an auxiliary
coil coupled with a predetermined turn ratio to a secondary
side coil coupled to an output voltage. After termination of a
start-up period, the short-circuit sense circuit samples a sense
voltage, which is a voltage of a node between a first sense
resistor and a second sense resistor coupled in series to both
ends of the auxiliary coils and determines whether a short-
circuit occurs according to a short-circuit sense signal that
depends on a result of comparison between the sampled volt-
age and a predetermined reference voltage.

19 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 3
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SHORT SENSING CIRCUIT, SHORT SENSING
METHOD AND POWER SUPPLY DEVICE
COMPRISING THE SHORT SENSING
CIRCUIT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to and the benefit of U.S.
Patent Application No. 61/661,946 filed in the USPTO on
Jun. 20, 2012, and priority to and the benefit of Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2013-0058580, filed with the Korean
Intellectual Property Office on May 23, 2013, the entire con-
tents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(a) Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a short-circuit sense cir-
cuit, a short-circuit sensing method, and a power supply
including the short-circuit sense circuit.

(b) Description of the Related Art

A load is coupled to an output terminal of a power supply,
and a short circuit may occur in the load. When the load is
short-circuited, a short-circuit protection operation of the
power supply is triggered to prevent the power supply from
malfunctioning.

For example, when an LED string coupled to the output
terminal of the power supply as a load is short-circuited, the
power supply should sense the short-circuit of the LED string
and trigger a protection operation. In detail, the power supply
can stop power supply by stopping a switching operation.

In orderto trigger such a short-circuit protection operation,
a circuit-circuit of the load should be sensed.

The above information disclosed in this Background sec-
tion is only for enhancement of understanding of the back-
ground of the invention and therefore it may contain infor-
mation that does not form the prior art that is already known
in this country to a person of ordinary skill in the art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been made in an effort to provide
a short-circuit sense circuit, a sort-circuit sensing method,
and a power supply including the short-circuit sense circuit
through exemplary embodiments.

A short-circuit sense circuit according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention samples a sense voltage
that depends on an output voltage, compares a voltage gen-
erated by sampling the sense voltage with a predetermined
voltage, and determines whether a short-circuit occurs based
on a result of counting the comparison result. The short-
circuit sense circuit generates a gate shut-down signal based
on whether the short-circuit occurs after termination of a
start-up period.

The short-circuit sense circuit according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention senses occurrence of a
short-circuit in a load coupled to the power supply. The short-
circuit sense circuit includes: an output voltage sensing unit
sampling a sense voltage that depends on an output voltage of
the power supply and generating a short-circuit sense signal
according to a result of comparison between the sampled
voltage and a predetermined reference voltage; a start-up
counter counting a start-up period; and a gate shut-down unit
generating a gate shut-down signal according to the short-
circuit sense signal after termination of the start-up period
according to an output of the start-up counter.
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The sense voltage is a voltage divided from an auxiliary
voltage, that is, a voltage of an auxiliary coil coupled with a
predetermined turn ratio to a secondary side coil coupled to
the output voltage, by a first sense resistor and a second sense
resistor.

The output voltage sense unit includes a sample/hold unit
generating a sampling voltage by sampling the sense voltage
for a predetermined sampling cycle unit and holding the
sampling voltage and a comparator generating the short-cir-
cuit sense signal according to a result of comparison between
the sampling voltage and a predetermined reference voltage.

The start-up counter generating an enable-level start-up
signal at a time after the start-up period is passed from an
operation start time of the power supply.

The gate shut-down unit generates the gate shut-down sig-
nal by using the start-up signal and the short-circuit sense
signal.

The gate shut-down unit includes an inverter to which the
start-up signal is input and a logic gate generating the gate
shut-down signal by performing a logic operation on an out-
put of the inverter and the short-circuit sense signal.

A short-circuit sensing method for sensing a short-circuit
in aload coupled to a power supply according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention includes: generating a
sampling voltage by sampling a sense voltage that depends on
an output voltage of the power supply; generating a short-
circuit sense signal according to a result of comparison
between the sampling voltage and a predetermined reference
voltage; and generating a gate shut-down signal according to
the short-circuit sense signal after termination of the start-up
period. A switching operation of the power supply is stopped
according to an enable-level gate shut-down signal.

The sense voltage is a voltage divided from an auxiliary
voltage, that is, a voltage of an auxiliary coil coupled with a
predetermined turn ratio to a secondary side coil coupled to
the output voltage, by a first sense resistor and a second sense
resistor.

The generating the sampling voltage includes generating a
sampling voltage by sampling the sense voltage for a prede-
termined sampling cycle unit and holding the sampling volt-
age.

A power supply according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention includes: a primary side coil having a
first terminal coupled to an input voltage; a power switch
coupled to a second terminal of the primary side coil; a
secondary side coil coupled to an output voltage; an auxiliary
coil coupled with a predetermined turn ratio to the secondary
side coil; a first sense resistor and a second sense resistor
coupled in series to lateral terminals of the auxiliary coil; and
a short-circuit sense circuit determining whether a short-
circuit occurs using a short-circuit sense signal that depends
on a result of a comparison between a voltage generated by
sampling a sense voltage, which is a voltage of a node
between the first sense resistor and the second sense resistor,
with a predetermined reference voltage.

The short-circuit sense circuit includes a sample/hold unit
generating a sampling voltage by sampling the sense voltage
for a predetermined sampling cycle unit and holding the
sampling voltage and a comparator generating the short-cir-
cuit sense signal according to a result of comparison between
the sampling voltage and a predetermined reference voltage.

The short-circuit sense circuit counts the start-up period
and generates an enable-level start-up signal after termination
of the start-up period.

The short-circuit sense circuit generates a gate shut-down
signal using the start-up signal and the short-circuit sense
signal.
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The short-circuit sense circuit includes an inverter to which
the start-up signal is input and a logic gate generating the gate
shut-down signal by performing a logic operation on an out-
put of the inverter and the short-circuit sense signal.

The power supply further includes a switch control circuit
generating a gate voltage that turns off the power switch
according to the gate shut-down signal.

The power supply further includes a switch control circuit
that turns off the power switch when a switch current flowing
to the power switch reaches a predetermined level during the
start-up period.

The switch control circuit turns off the power switch when
a current sense voltage that depends on the switch current
reaches to a predetermined level voltage that corresponds to
the predetermined level during a turn-on period of the power
switch.

Alternatively, the power supply further includes a switch
control circuit detecting a peak of the input voltage, setting an
on-time that is inversely proportional to the detected peak,
and controlling a switching operation of the power switch
according to the on-time.

After termination of the start-up period, the output voltage
is increased to a predetermined voltage so that the sense
voltage is higher than the reference voltage.

According to the exemplary embodiments of the present
invention, a short-circuit sense circuit that can sense a short-
circuit in an output terminal, a sort-circuit sensing method,
and a power supply including the short-circuit sense circuit
can be provided

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a power supply to which a short-circuit sense
circuit is applied according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a waveform diagram of an input voltage and a
current sense voltage according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a waveform diagram of an input voltage that is
different from the input voltage of FIG. 2, and a current sense
voltage according to the different input voltage.

FIG. 4 is a waveform diagram of an input voltage, a current
sense voltage, and an on-time according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a waveform of an input voltage different from the
input voltage of FIG. 4, an input voltage, a sense voltage, and
an on-time according to the different input voltage.

FIG. 6 is a waveform diagram of an input voltage, a sense
voltage, a sampling voltage, and a gate shut-down signal
when a short-circuit occurs during a start-up period.

FIG. 7 is a waveform diagram of an input voltage, a sense
voltage, a sampling voltage, and a gate shut-down signal
when a short-circuit occurs after the start-up period.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

In the following detailed description, only certain exem-
plary embodiments of the present invention have been shown
and described, simply by way of illustration. As those skilled
in the art would realize, the described embodiments may be
modified in various different ways, all without departing from
the spirit or scope of the present invention. Accordingly, the
drawings and description are to be regarded as illustrative in
nature and not restrictive. Like reference numerals designate
like elements throughout the specification.
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Throughout this specification and the claims that follow,
when it is described that an element is “coupled” to another
element, the element may be “directly coupled” to the other
element or “electrically coupled” to the other element
through a third element. In addition, unless explicitly
described to the contrary, the word “comprise’” and variations
such as “comprises” or “comprising”, will be understood to
imply the inclusion of stated elements but not the exclusion of
any other elements.

Hereinafter, a short-circuit sense circuit and a power sup-
ply including the shot-circuit sense circuit according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIG. 1.

FIG. 1 shows a power supply to which a short-circuit sense
circuit is applied according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

A power supply 1 supplies power to a load using an input
voltage Vin. The power supply 1 according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention is realized as a flyback
converter, but the present invention is not limited thereto. As
an example of the load coupled to the power supply 1, an LED
string 2 is illustrated. The LED string 2 includes a plurality of
LED elements coupled in series.

The power supply 1 supplies power to the LED string 2
using the input voltage Vin. An output voltage VOUT is
supplied to the LED string 2, and an output current IOUT
passed through a rectification diode D1 is supplied to the LED
string 2 and an output capacitor COUT. The output capacitor
COUT is charged by the output current IOUT, and the output
voltage VOUT is maintained by the output capacitor COUT.

A switch control circuit 3 generates a gate voltage VG that
controls a switching operation of a power switch M according
to a current sense voltage VCS. The current sense voltage
VCS is a voltage that depends on a current (hereinafter,
referred to as a switch current) Ids flowing to the power switch
M.

A resistor RS is coupled between a source of the power
switch M and a ground, and a voltage generated in the resistor
RS by the switch current Ids flowing through a turn-on period
of'the power switch M is the current sense voltage VCS. The
switch control circuit 3 controls the switching operation of
the power switch M with a current mode method or a voltage
mode method during a start-up period.

In addition, the switch control circuit 3 receives a gate
shut-down signal GDS and triggers a short-circuit protection
operation. For example, when an enable-level gate shut-down
signal GSD is input, the switch control circuit 3 generates a
gate voltage VG that turns off the power switch M.

A first coil CO1 disposed in the primary side is coupled to
the input voltage Vin. The power switch M is coupled
between the first coil CO1 and the ground. A turn ratio (Na/
Np) between turns Na of an auxiliary coil CO3 and turns Np
of'the first coil CO1 is called wn1. The auxiliary coil CO3 and
the first coil CO1 are coupled with the turn ratio wnl.

A second coil CO2 disposed in the secondary side is
coupled to an output capacitor COUT through a rectification
diode D1, and a turn ratio (Na/Ns) between turns Ns of the
second coil CO2 and turns Ns of the auxiliary coil CO3 is
called wn2. The auxiliary coil CO3 and the second coil CO2
are coupled with the turn ratio wn2.

The input voltage Vin is supplied to a first terminal of the
first coil CO1, and a second terminal of the first coil CO1 is
coupled to a drain of the power switch. During a turn-on
period of the power switch M1, a current flowing to the first
coil CO1 is increased with a slope that depends on the input
voltage. During the turn-on period of the power switch M,
energy is stored in the first coil CO1. When the power switch
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M is turned off, the rectification diode D1 is conducted so that
a current flows to a secondary side coil CO2.

The output capacitor COUT is charged by a current passed
through the rectification diode D1 such that the output voltage
VOUT is generated.

When the power switch M1 is turned on, a voltage of the
first coil CO1 becomes a negative input voltage Vin, and a
negative voltage (-wnl*Vin) obtained by multiplying the
turn ratio wnl to the input voltage Vin is generated as a
voltage VA (hereinafter, referred to as an auxiliary voltage) of
the auxiliary coil CO3.

When the power switch M is turned off, a voltage of the
second coil CO2 becomes the output voltage VOUT. An aux-
iliary voltage VA becomes a positive voltage (wn2*VOUT)
obtained by multiplying the voltage of the second coil CO2 to
the turn ratio wn2.

A voltage (hereinafter, referred to a sense voltage) of a
node N1 is a voltage divided from the auxiliary voltage VA by
a first sense resistor RVS1 and a second sense resistor RVS2.
When the LED string 2 is short-circuited, the output voltage
VOUT becomes zero voltage, and therefore the auxiliary
voltage VA is zero voltage during the turn-off period of the
power switch M. Therefore, the sense voltage VS also
becomes zero voltage.

A short-circuit sense circuit 4 an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention includes an output voltage sense unit
100, a start-up counter 200, and a gate shut-down unit 300.

It is illustrated in FIG. 1 that the short-circuit sense circuit
4 and the switch control circuit 3 are individual blocks, but
they may be realized as a single integrated circuit chip.

The output voltage sense unit 100 receives the sense volt-
age VS that corresponds to the auxiliary voltage VA, and
outputs a result of comparison between a voltage generated
by sampling the sense voltage VS for every switching cycle
and a predetermined reference voltage.

The output voltage sense unit 100 includes a sample/hold
unit 110 and a comparator 120.

The sample/hold unit 110 generates a sampling voltage
VSA by sampling the sense voltage VS for a switching cycle
unit of the power switch M, and holds the sampling voltage
VSA. For example, the sample/hold unit 110 generates the
sampling voltage VSA for the turn-off period of the power
switch M and holds the sampling voltage VS A until before the
next turn-off period of the power switch M.

The comparator 120 generates a short-circuit sense signal
SS according to a result of comparison between the sampling
voltage VS A and a reference voltage VREF. For example, the
comparator 120 includes an inverse terminal (-) to which the
sampling voltage VSA is input and a non-inverse terminal (+)
to which the reference voltage VREF is input, and generates
a high-level short-circuit sense signal SS when the input of
the non-inverse terminal (+) is higher than the input of the
inverse terminal (-) and generates a low-level short-circuit
sense signal SS in the opposite case.

A start-up counter 200 counts a start-up period. The start-
up period may be defined as a period during which the output
voltage VOUT of the power supply 1 reaches to a predeter-
mined level from an operation time point of the power supply
1. After finishing counting of the start-up period, the start-up
counter 200 generates an enable-level start-up signal SU that
commands termination of the start-up period. For example,
the enable level is low level, and the start-up signal SU may be
high level during the start-up period of the power supply 1 and
may be low level when the start-up period is terminated.

The gate shut-down unit 300 generates a gate shut-down
signal GSD that triggers the short-circuit protection operation
according to the short-circuit sense signal SS after termina-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

tion of the start-up period. The gate shut-down unit 300
includes an inverter 310 and an AND gate 320.

The inverter 310 inverts the start-up signal SU and outputs
the inverted signal. Since the output voltage VOUT starts to
increase from zero voltage in the start-up period, a period
during which the auxiliary voltage VA is close to zero voltage
is generated in the turn-off period of the power switch M
during the start-up period. The short-circuit protection opera-
tion may be triggered by a low auxiliary voltage VA even
through not in the short-circuit state during the start-up
period, and therefore the unexpected triggering of the short-
circuit protection operation should be prevented.

In order to prevent the unexpected triggering of the short-
circuit protection operation due to the short-circuit sense
signal SS during the start-up period, the AND gate 320 per-
forms an AND operation on an inverse level of the start-up
signal SU and the short-circuit sense signal SS.

The AND gate 320 generates a gate shut-down signal GDS
by performing an AND operation on an inverse level of the
start-up signal SU and the short-circuit sense signal SS. The
AND gate 320 generates an enable-level (i.e. high level) gate
shut-down signal GSD that triggers the short-circuit protec-
tion operation when the two inputs are high level.

Hereinafter, a method for the switch control circuit 2 to
control a switching operation of the power switch M during
the start-up period in a current mode according to the exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention will be described.

For example, the switch control circuit 3 controls the
switching operation of the power switch M according to the
current sense voltage VCS during the start-up period. In fur-
ther detail, the switch control circuit 3 generates a gate volt-
age VG that turns off the power switch M when the current
sense voltage VCS increasing during the turn-on period of the
power switch M reaches a predetermined level.

FIG. 2 is a waveform diagram of the input voltage, the
current sense voltage, and the sampling voltage.

FIG. 3 is a waveform of an input voltage that is different
from the input voltage of FIG. 2, a current sense voltage, and
a sampling voltage according to the different input voltage.

As shown in FIG. 2, the peak of the current sense voltage
VCS is controlled to a predetermined level IV1 during a
start-up period ST1. In FIG. 3, an input voltage Vin has a peak
that is lower than the peak of an input voltage Vinl shown in
FIG. 2, the peak ofthe current sense voltage VCS is controlled
to the predetermined level LV1 during the start-up period
ST1.

In FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, a period during which the current
sense voltage VCS is increased as a turn-on period of the
power switch M, and an rising slope of the drain current Ids
depends on the input voltage Vin. Therefore, the current sense
voltage VCS has a waveform that increases with a slope that
depends on the input voltages Vinl and Vin2.

For example, the rising slope of the current sense voltage
VCS is increased as being close to the peaks of the input
voltages Vinl and Vin2. In further detail, a rising slope of the
current sense voltage VCS generated at a time T1 is steeper
than a rising slope of the current sense voltage VCS generated
at a time T2 in FIG. 2, and a rising slope of the current sense
voltage VCS generated at a time T11 is steeper than a rising
slope of the current sense voltage VCS generated at a time
T12 in FIG. 3.

According to such a switching control operation, a constant
energy (without regard to an input voltage) is transmitted as
an output during the start-up period. Then, the output voltage
VOUT reaches a predetermined voltage within the start-up
period.
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A sense voltage VS that depends on the output voltage
VOUT reached the predetermined voltage becomes higher
than the reference voltage VREF. As shown in FIG. 2 and F1G.
3, when a short-circuit does not occurs, that is, in a normal
operation, the sampling voltage VSA is gradually increased
according to the increase of the output voltage VOUT, and
reaches the reference voltage VREF at a time T3 and a time
T13, which are included the start-up period ST1.

During the normal operation state, the power supply 1 is
normally triggered after termination of the start-up period.
For example, as shown in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, after termination
of'the start-up period ST1, the peak of the drain current Ids is
controlled to follow the waveforms of the input voltages Vinl
and Vin2, and the peak of the current sense voltage VCS also
follows the waveforms of the input voltages Vinl and Vin2.

However, the switch control circuit 3 according to the
present exemplary embodiment can control the switching
operation of the power switch M according to a power mode
method during the start-up period.

For example, the switch control circuit 3 can detect a peak
voltage of the input voltage Vin during the start-up period and
generate a gate voltage VG by setting an on-time Ton that is
inversely proportional to the detected peak voltage.

FIG. 4 is a waveform of the input voltage, the current sense
voltage, and the on-time according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a waveform of an input voltage that is different
from the input voltage of FIG. 4, a current sense voltage, and
an on-time that depend on the different input voltage.

As shown in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, a peak voltage VP1 of an
input voltage Vinl is higher than a peak voltage VP2 of an
input voltage Vin2, and therefore an on-time Ton1 is set to be
shorter than an on-time Ton2.

Since the drain current Ids is increased with a slope that
depends on the input voltages Vinl and Vin2 for an on-time of
the power switch M during the start-up period ST1, a rising
slope of the current sense voltage VCS also depends on the
input voltages Vinl and Vin2. That is, the rising slope of the
current sense voltage VCS becomes steeper as close to the
peaks of the input voltages Vinl and Vin2.

As described, when the switch control circuit 3 operates the
switching operation of the power switch M, a constant energy
(without regard to input voltage) is transmitted during the
start-up period. Then, as in the current mode method, the
output voltage VOUT is increased to a predetermined voltage
within the start-up period. A sense voltage VS that depends on
the output voltage VOUT increased to the predetermined
voltage becomes higher than the reference voltage VREF.

As shown in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, when a short-circuit does
notoccurs, that is, in a normal operation, the sampling voltage
VSA is gradually increased according to the increase of the
output voltage VOUT, and reaches the reference voltage
VREF at a time T21 and a time T31, which are included the
start-up period ST1.

During the normal operation state, the power supply 1 is
normally triggered after termination of the start-up period.
For example, as shown in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, after termination
of'the start-up period ST1, the peak of the drain current Ids is
controlled to follow the waveforms of the input voltages Vinl
and Vin2, and the peak of the current sense voltage VCS also
follows the waveforms of the input voltages Vinl and Vin2.

Hereinafter, an operation in a case that a short-circuit
occurs according to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention will be described with reference to FIG. 6 and FIG.
7.FIG. 6 and FIG. 7 are waveform diagrams illustrating a case
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that the switching operation of the power switch is operated
according to the current mode method during the start-up
period.

FIG. 6 is a waveform diagram illustrating an input voltage,
a sense voltage, a sampling voltage, and a gate shut-down
signal when a short-circuit occurs during the start-up period.

FIG. 7 is a waveform diagram illustrating an input voltage,
a sense voltage, a sampling voltage, and a gate shut-down
signal when a short-circuit occurs after termination of the
start-up period.

For example, a short-circuit occurs at a time T40 as shown
in FIG. 6. Then, no output voltage VOU is generated, and thus
the sense voltage VS is not generated and the sampling volt-
age VSA is also not generated. Then, the comparator 120
outputs a high-level short-circuit sense signal SS to the AND
gate 320 from the time T40.

During the start-up period ST1, the peak of the drain cur-
rent Ids flowing to the power switch M is controlled to a
constant level. That is, when the peak of the current sense
voltage VCS reaches a predetermined level LV1, the power
switch M is turned on.

The start-up signal SU is decreased to low level at a time
T41 at which the start-up period ST1 is terminated, a start-up
signal US inverted to high level is input to the AND gate 320.
Since all inputs of the AND gate 320 are high level at the time
T41, the AND gate 320 increases the gate shut-down signal
GSD to high level.

In the exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the
high level is set to an enable level (i.e., a level that stops
switching operation by sensing short-circuit) of the gate shut-
down signal GSD, and accordingly, an AND gate is used.
However, the exemplary embodiment of the present invention
is not limited thereto.

The switch control circuit 3 generates a low-level gate
voltage VG that turns off the power switch M according to the
high-level gate shut-down signal GDS.

For example, as shown in FIG. 7, a short-circuit occurs at a
time T52 after the start-up period ST1.

When the peak of the current sense voltage VCS reaches to
the predetermined level LV1 during the start-up period ST1,
the power switch M is turned off. During the start-up period
ST1, the output voltage VOUT is increased according to the
switching operation of the power switch M and the sampling
voltage VSA is also increased. At a time T50, the sampling
voltage VSA reaches the reference voltage VREF.

After a time T51 at which the start-up period ST1 is termi-
nated, the current sense voltage VCS is controlled with a
waveform that depends on an input voltage Vind.

When a short-circuit occurs at the time, no output voltage
VOUT is generated and therefore the sampling voltage VSA
is also not generated. Thus, an output of the comparator 120
is increased to high level at the time T52, and all inputs of the
AND gate 320 are high level, and therefore the AND gate 320
increases the gate shut-down signal GSD to high level.

The switch control circuit 3 generates a low-level gate
voltage VG that turns off the power switch M according to the
high-level gate shut-down signal GSD.

While this invention has been described in connection with
what is presently considered to be practical exemplary
embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention is not
limited to the disclosed embodiments, but, on the contrary, is
intended to cover various modifications and equivalent
arrangements included within the spirit and scope of the
appended claims.

DESCRIPTION OF SYMBOLS

power supply 1, LED string 2, switch control circuit 3
short-circuit sense circuit 4, first coil CO1, second coil CO2
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auxiliary coil CO3, power switch M
rectification diode D1, output capacitor COUT
output voltage sense unit 100, counter 200, gate shut-down

unit 300
sample/hold unit 110, comparator 120
inverter 310, AND gate 320, first sense resistor RVS1
second sense resistor RVS2

What is claimed is:

1. A short-circuit sense circuit configured to sense a short-
circuit in a load coupled to a power supply, the short-circuit
sense circuit comprising:

an output voltage sensing unit configured to sample a sense
voltage depending on an output voltage of the power
supply and to generate a short-circuit sense signal based
on a result of comparison between the sampled voltage
and a predetermined reference voltage;

a start-up counter configured to count a start-up period
from an operation start time of the power supply; and

a gate shut-down unit configured to generate a gate shut-
down signal based on the short-circuit sense signal after
termination of the start-up period based on an output of
the start-up counter;
wherein a peak of a current sense voltage based on a

current flowing to a power switch is controlled to a
predetermined level during the start-up period.

2. The short-circuit sense circuit of claim 1, wherein the
sense voltage comprises a voltage divided from an auxiliary
voltage by a first sense resistor and a second sense resistor, the
auxiliary voltage being provided by an auxiliary coil coupled
to a secondary side coil with a predetermined turn ratio, the
second side coil being coupled to the output voltage.

3. The short-circuit sense circuit of claim 2, wherein the
output voltage sense unit comprises:

a sample/hold unit configured to generate a sampling volt-
age by sampling the sense voltage for a predetermined
sampling cycle unit and holding the sampling voltage;
and

a comparator configured to generate the short-circuit sense
signal based on a result of a comparison between the
sampling voltage and a predetermined reference volt-
age.

4. The short-circuit sense circuit of claim 3, wherein the
start-up counter is configured to generate an enable-level
start-up signal at a time after the start-up period is passed.

5. The short-circuit sense circuit of claim 4, wherein the
gate shut-down unit is configured to generate the gate shut-
down signal based on the start-up signal and the short-circuit
sense signal.

6. The short-circuit sense circuit of claim 5, wherein the
gate shut-down unit comprises:

an inverter configured to receive the start-up signal; and

a logic gate configured to generate the gate shut-down
signal by performing a logic operation on an output of
the inverter and the short-circuit sense signal.

7. A short-circuit sensing method for sensing a short-circuit

in a load coupled to a power supply, the method comprising:
generating a sampling voltage by sampling a sense voltage
depending on an output voltage of the power supply;
generating a short-circuit sense signal based on a result of
comparison between the sampling voltage and a prede-
termined reference voltage; and

generating a gate shut-down signal based on the short-
circuit sense signal after termination of a start-up period
from an operation start time of the power supply,

wherein a switching operation of the power supply is
stopped based on an enable-level gate shut-down signal,
and a peak of a current sense voltage based on a current
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flowing to a power switch is controlled to a predeter-
mined level during the start-up period.

8. The short-circuit sensing method of claim 7, wherein the
sense voltage comprises a voltage divided from an auxiliary
voltage by a first sense resistor and a second sense resistor, the
auxiliary voltage being provided by an auxiliary coiled
coupled to a secondary side coil with a predetermined turn
ratio, the second side coil being coupled to the output voltage.

9. The short-circuit sensing method of claim 8, wherein
generating the sampling voltage comprises generating a sam-
pling voltage by sampling the sense voltage for a predeter-
mined sampling cycle unit and holding the sampling voltage.

10. A power supply comprising:

a primary side coil having a first terminal coupled to an
input voltage;

apower switch coupled to a second terminal of the primary
side coil;

a secondary side coil coupled to an output voltage;

an auxiliary coil coupled to the secondary side coil with a
predetermined turn ratio;

a first sense resistor and a second sense resistor coupled in
series to lateral terminals of the auxiliary coil; and

a short-circuit sense circuit configured to determine
whether a short-circuit occurs using a short-circuit sense
signal after termination of a start-up period from an
operation start time of the power supply, the short-circuit
sense signal being based on a result of a comparison
between a sampling voltage and a predetermined refer-
ence voltage, the sampled voltage being generated by
sampling a sense voltage, the sense voltage comprising
a voltage of a node between the first sense resistor and
the second sense resistor;
wherein a peak of a current sense voltage based on a

current flowing to a power switch is controlled to a
predetermined level during the start-up period.

11. The power supply of claim 10, wherein the short-circuit
sense circuit comprises:

a sample/hold unit configured to generate the a sampling
voltage by sampling the sense voltage for a predeter-
mined sampling cycle unit and holding the sampling
voltage; and

a comparator configured to generate the short-circuit sense
signal based on a result of comparison between the sam-
pling voltage and a predetermined reference voltage.

12. The power supply of claim 10, wherein the short-circuit
sense circuit is configured to generate a gate shut-down signal
based on the start-up signal and the short-circuit sense signal.

13. The power supply of claim 12, wherein the short-circuit
sense circuit comprises:

an inverter to which the start-up signal is input; and

a logic gate configured to generate the gate shut-down
signal by performing a logic operation on an output of
the inverter and the short-circuit sense signal.

14. The power supply of claim 12, further comprising a
switch control circuit configured to generate a gate voltage
configured to turn off the power switch based on the gate
shut-down signal.

15. The power supply of claim 10, further comprising a
switch control circuit configured to turn off the power switch
when a switch current flowing to the power switch reaches a
predetermined level during the start-up period.

16. The power supply of claim 15, wherein, after termina-
tion of the start-up period, the output voltage is increased to a
predetermined voltage so that the sense voltage is higher than
the reference voltage.

17. The power supply of claim 15, wherein the switch
control circuit is configured to turn off the power switch when
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a current sense voltage depending on the switch current
reaches to a predetermined level voltage corresponding to the
predetermined level during a turn-on period of the power
switch.

18. The power supply of claim 10, further comprising a
switch control circuit configured to detect a peak of the input
voltage, set an on-time that is inversely proportional to the
detected peak, and control a switching operation of the power
switch based on the on-time.

19. The power supply of claim 18, wherein, after termina-
tion of the start-up period, the output voltage is increased to a
predetermined voltage so that the sense voltage is higher than
the reference voltage.

#* #* #* #* #*
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